
Januarg 12, 1950. 

Dr. T. R. Hognessl Director, 
lhstitute of Radiobiology and Bio,physics, 
University of Chicago, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. 

Dear Dr. Rcgness: 

I have given very careful consideration to the proposal in 
yaw letbr of December 23, 1949., of an ap?ointuIent in the Insti- 
tute of Radiobiology and Biophysics. 

At least for the present, E ham decided to rem&n at qy pre- 
sent post. 3: am not unappreciative of the generosity and confidence 
that are embodied in your proposals. Accordi&@y, I ma you so-m 
m&ion of the consid!erations F&I&J uriderly this decisfnne 

ParWy, it is based on simple eonservatim or inertia. St, f 
have been here a rzlatAvall;3r short tfme= not long enough to fmril e 
defhnite _perspect;ive of ths ultimte opportunitiea,P and XmLtations. 
Consa:~cently, 3 my entsrtab hopes of future prospects at Zisconsti 
which are perhaps .~~ore optLti~tic than they shml.2 OF will be, Finally, 
I fsel that I owe so:m obligation to the Lmfinished bask of consoli- 
da&x geneti.. p technLi;ues and viewpoints into ?Jiscmsin~s preminent 
research and graduate training in Ldcrobiolagy. 

That 1 shaLl. r,ot be joining the staff in no %ay detracts from II&~ 
sincere good wishes for the continued and growing success of the 
Institutae, mr fro:a .v hope that m.icrobia.I. genetics fill. play a leading 
role in the further growth of its research progran. 

%ay 1 express :w appreciation to the officers of the institute and 
of the Linivsrsity for the complLmmt mtai.ler! in. these proposals9 and 
for the cordial hospitality which attended my visits. 

Joshua Lederberg 


